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J U*tOpOSitiOnS 
I tickemLr ro,rarr{r: r's sotc ffyer

s the ferrypasses between the breakers ofthe Vaiare

Pass and I get my first look at Moorea's stunning

lagoon, I immediately realize why I left Tahiti for

the solitude of its sistcr isle. the dista$ce between

islands may be only 12 miles but arrMng at the

ferry port in Moorea is like entering another world, Ringed by
a coral reef enclosing a narrolr, lagoon, Moorea boasts hues of
translucent teal I'm not surr I've witnessed in all my globetrotting

days. This is, quite possibly, the most beautifirl place on earth.

I had arrived in the bustling town of Papeete, Tahiti late the

night before with two goals in mind ; I ) enioy a few days of R & R
to celebrate the end of an arduous trip around the world; and ?)
to exp€rience Polynesian island fife from rhe balcony of my ourn

Bali Hai-style overwater bungalow. After spending rny first night

in relative chros on the island of Tirhiti, l was more than ready to
move on to the real obiect of my affections .,- Moorea.

As the feny docked, I knew I had made the right decision.

Leaving Tahiti for the seclusion of this nearby gem was a no-

brainer. Though lavish French Polynesia is a knorvn budget-

buster, I decided to splurge on a rental car so I could explore the
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island on my own schedule. Moorea is much suraller than Tahiti,

only 36 miles around the perimeter coastal road; easy to traverse

in a single day with your own wlreels.

I arrived at my hotel, the Hilton Moorea, in no time and was

swiftly escorted to my"spa bungalowf halfover the water and half

over the beach. The lagoon beneath my bungalow was a brilliant

crystalline blue and alive witlr darting tropical fi*h and brightly

colored coral. Moorea is believed to be the inspiration forJrmes

A. Michener's mythical isle of Bali Hai and is also considered

to be the birthplace of the legendary overwater bungalow. As

the story goes, the trio later known as the Bali Hai boys c*me

to the island from Califomia in the 1950's. They developed

several hotels and are credited with drerming up the idea for the

signature hotel rooms over the lagoon" To this day, the islands of
French Polynesia are known worldwide for this exotic style of
accommodation.

When I euter my bungalow, it is all that I dreamt it would be

and more. From the viewing window in the floor (known tocally

as "Tahitian tdevision") to the private dock allor,ving firect
access to the lagoon, this was truly a unique experience. Tiare
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and plumeria florters phced discreetly througirout the Lrungalolri grve it the scent of a

luxuriant guden. Thouglr the bungalorr's ilre not large, er.eryinch of space is elficiently

utilized and each is luxuriously rvell appointed. It n'as rrv o1r,n little slice oiheaven in the

nriddle of the Snutir Pacific.

The star attraction ot^ the Hilton rcsort is, rryithout a doubt, thc lagoor:. Extetding
for rt'l'rat seems like rniles in everv direction, it is a 4lt-deep dazzling atluarium filled lvith
l'ibrant coral rnd tropical lislr, ln fact, the rvater is so clear )rou cfln see the fish just as

rvell flrom your decli as from undernater rvith snorkel gear. It nould be easy, to spend

days snorkeling, kayaking or simplv rralking arourrd in it arrd that r*.as, by tir, dre most

popuhr octivity. The convenience of 1'our ou'n pri.r.rte dock to enter the water-cornplete

rvith snorkel gear ald a freshryater shou'er-mar{e it iJmost irnpossilrle to stay out of the

lagoon. But u4ro would rt'ant to? I spent as much time as I could there but er.entually had

to tear myself alr'av to explore the rest of the island. After all, I did splurge on a rental car.

I took rr drive inland to the Belvederr' "lookout pointi thc island's highest point
accessible by car. The vier*.s rr,ere lrrerthtaking rrnd definitely rr'orth leaving the hgoon.

Next, I hopped back on the coastal roarJ anr'l took a self-guided tour .lround tlre island

stopping to appreciate every tlarvless vieru I wrapped up my t{ay r+ith an afternoon dip in

the lagoon and a Tahitian sunset vierved "Michener-stylei rvith a tropical cochtail from

the balcony ofmy own private bungalorr,. It tvls just anothrrr perfect day in paradise.

While French Polynesir is, rr,ithout tluestion, one of the rvorld's ultirnrte romirntic

destinations, I found it to be ideal tbr tlre solo traveler as rriell. flrere rre ferr. resorts in

the w'orld n'here you can attain the kind of indulgent solitude offered by an overrvater

bungalon'. No neigl.rbors and no conrmunication with the out$ide rvorid ilyou so choose.

It rl'as the ideal place to r!.'rap up my travels and irn isolatetl refuge to rvhich l alreadv long

to return. n)
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